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Rob knows a thing or two about 
amassing big nets of skimmers.
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When I � rst started to visit commercial � sheries the 
thought of  targeting anything other than the carp they 
were famous for never even crossed my mind and, to be 
fair, I’m sure there are plenty of  anglers who still share 
that mind-set. 

I’ve changed my mind, though, and I’m now sure 
that, especially in the colder months, if  you only 
concentrate on carp you could be missing out on some 
fantastic sport from the lake’s other inhabitants. 

Why have I changed my mind? Well, to start with, 
carp don’t always play ball and they seem to feed 
in spells that don’t generally last the duration of  a 
session – and that’s if  there are any in your peg to start 
with! The main reason, though, is the fact that these 
skimmers, which to some are a nuisance, can be so 
relied on to feed that they have become the best option 
for a day’s sport. 

Even match anglers are treating them as match 
winners. Take The Glebe, where I am today, for 
example. In summer, 100lb catches of  skimmers are 
possible, dropping down to around 40lb in winter. And 
while this lake is rammed with carp, they tend to sit in 
certain areas of  the lake, whereas the skimmers seem 
to be in most pegs. Targeting the skimmers not only 
gives anglers the chance of  a few bites, it also provides 
the opportunity of  framing in a competition.

My experience of  � shing a few different venues for 
skimmers proves that it doesn’t have to be complicated, 
but there are a few rules to follow. Hopefully my 
� ve-point plan will help you to make the most of  this 
neglected species.

WOOTTON’S WAY

Skimmers are becoming just as worthy a target 
as carp on commercial � sheries these days, so we 

persuaded Rob Wootton to reveal his tactics. 

THE FIVE-POINT 
SKIMMER PLAN

»

p90-93_PF _05_Wooton's Way.indd   2 16/3/10   13:17:15



92   MAY 2010           MAY 2010         93

1. FEEDING
I like to keep my bait requirements simple 
and the only feed baits I’ve brought with 
me are 3mm Dynamite Green Swim Stim 
pellets and a bag of  Green Swim Stim 
groundbait. This stuff  is undoubtedly one 
of  the best skimmer feeds around and is 
my � rst choice for all skimmer venues. To 
start any skimmer session on any venue 
at this time of  year I will feed two potfuls 
of  an 80/20 mix of  loose groundbait and 
soaked 3mm pellets onto my chosen line. 
This will almost certainly be as far as I 
can comfortably hold my pole. 

The only time that this opening feed 
changes is when there’s plenty of  tow 
on the water, and in that case I will form 
the groundbait into balls to make sure 
that it reaches the bottom. This feeding 
approach might seem heavy, especially 
on colder days, but remember that 
skimmers are a shoal species and my 
experience shows that this initial feed 
is needed to attract plenty of  � sh into 
the peg. Following the initial feed I will 
always try to rest the swim for at least an 
hour. This gives the � sh plenty of  time to 
� nd the bait and build con� dence over 
the feed. 

Once I’ve started to � sh the peg I’ll 
experiment with how best to top up the 
swim. Sometimes just dripping a few 
pellets can work, whereas on really hard 
days it’s sometimes best not to re-feed 
again for the whole match and simply 
use a lighter rig to pick � sh off  over the 
initial feed. 

Having said that, my main style of  
topping up is to feed a small ball of  
groundbait via a pole-mounted pot 
every cast. This little ball of  bait will 
concentrate the � sh on the bottom where 
they’re easier to catch. I know that if  I 
can get away with this method of  feeding 
that I’m on for a decent weight.

2. HOOK BAITS
Expander pellets are my favourite bait for commercial 
skimmers and I’ll try and catch on these whenever 
possible. I prepare them by putting a few in a sandwich 
bag the night before a session and then adding just 
enough water to cover the bait, before tying a knot in 
the bag as tight to the pellets as possible so that there’s 
no air in it. Preparing them in this way produces a 
really soft pellet that only just sinks with the weight of  
the hook inside. The other hook baits I’ll try are a sliver 
of  meat to increase the stamp of  � sh or a small piece of  
worm if  the going is exceptionally hard.

Small balls like this go 
straight to the bottom where 
the fi sh are easier to catch.

Pellets and groundbait are 
key but don’t ignore maggot 

and worm hook baits.
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