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ADVERTORIAL

The ART of  
STAlKing

Looking for the ultimate adrenalin rush? 
Then don’t wait for the carp to come to you... 

Creeping around in the 
undergrowth looking for 
carp activity in the 
margins seems more like 

hunting than fishing, and it has 
to be the greatest way to catch 
your quarry.

Too many anglers waste 
valuable fishing time sitting 
behind alarms waiting for fish to 
come to them. If I know that I’m 
in a good area and it looks good 
for a bite I’m happy to sit tight, 
but most of the time I prefer to get 
off my backside and find the fish.

Sometimes you will find carp 
within minutes of looking. At 
other times they may be far more 
elusive, but if you are prepared to 
put in a bit of legwork you will 
nearly always find something 
worth having a go for. Look out 
for reeds ‘knocking’, coloured 
water, tail patterns or bubbles. 
You may find carp patrolling 
certain margins but not feeding, 
but these can be ambushed if you 
place a bait in their tracks.

Whatever situation you are in, 
remember to keep your presence 
hidden from the water’s edge and 
make as little noise as possible. 

Kit
The best thing about stalking is 
that you don’t need to be weighed 
down with tons of kit. One rod, a 
net, a mat and a small bucket for 
bait and terminal kit is all you 
need to bank carp of any size. 
You need to be mobile, and too 
much tackle will hinder you. 

A through action carp rod like 
the 30 Plus Carp Stick in a 2.75lb 
test curve is ideal for stalking 
work, as it is capable of dealing 
with powerful lunges in tight  

The less gear you carry around with you, the more mobile 

you will be. This lot fits neatly into one mixing bucket.

‘hit and hold’ swims. A rod  
which is too soft or too stiff may 
allow the fish to get into a snag or 
pull the hook out. I would also 
recommend strong mainline,  
12lb or more, depending on  
the conditions. 

You don’t need to look like a 
tree, but it does pay to wear green 
or drab-coloured clothes and take 
along some polarised glasses. 

floats
Keeping your end gear simple and 
well concealed is the best way to 
get quick bites when you are on a 

stalking mission. 
Freelining baits or using 

straightforward lead rigs is fine, 
but it is hard to beat the control 
and sensitivity of a float. Most 
carp waters rarely see a waggler 
cast into them these days, but they 
should be an essential item of kit 
if you like stalking.

With a float you can fish straight 
through to the hook or have a 
separate hooklink attached with a 
swivel as normal. I prefer the 
latter, and to ensure the last 6ins 
of the rig is pinned down I mould 
some putty around the swivel. I 
position the float overdepth and 
trap it in place with two soft 
rubber float stops to prevent any 
chances of creating a weak spot. 
That way the float can shoot up 

the line if the fish charges though 
weed or any other obstructions. 

Using a float ensures that the 
rest of your mainline will run up 
in the water and across back to 
your rod. On most pressured carp 
waters the fish are not used to this 
set-up, yet it can be the easiest 
way to fool them and by far the 
most exciting.

Baits
Any attractive bait can be used for 
stalking, but small ones seem to 
be accepted far more readily than 
big ones. Carp often ignore large 
baits such as standard boilies in 
the edge, and although they will 
eventually start to pick them off,  
it can take a while to gain their 
confidence. 

Crushed boilies, pellets  
and paste are far more instant,  
and ideal for getting the fish  
to compete.

For hookbaits it is hard to fault 
paste or a small pellet. Eazy Bands 
from 30 Plus are excellent for 

attaching a pellet directly to 
your hook or hair. Paste can be 
moulded around a hook, but to 
leave more of the hookpoint 
exposed I like to use a Mira-
coil incorporated in the hair. 

For an extra edge I like to 
use a camo hook so I don’t  

get the glint that standard hooks 
may cause, especially in clear 
water.

You should also never ignore 
natural baits, like lobworms, 
maggots or sweetcorn. 

Even bread can be deadly when 
it is lowered into the edge in front 
of a waiting fish.

fiSh on moST 
PReSSURed CARP 
wATeRS ARe noT 
USed To A floAT, 

yeT iT CAn Be The 
eASieST wAy To 

fool Them 

Eazy Bands or 
Mira-coils from  
30 Plus – great for 
pellets and paste.

A waggler attached with two soft rubber 
float stops – underrated but deadly!

Camo hooks will 
give you the edge 
when stalking fish 
in clear water.


