
WOOTTON’S
WAY
In the � rst 
instalment of a new 
series, Middy and 
Dynamite Baits-
backed Rob Wootton 
gives you seven tips 
to improve your 
sweetcorn � shing.

ONE: THE RIGHT CORN
Although many anglers prefer to use  
the softer grains that brands such as 
Jolly Green Giant offer, I stick to the 
Dynamite brand, apart from in exceptional 
circumstances. These are slightly harder, 
but this makes fi shing with the bait easier 
for two main reasons. Firstly, the harder 
grains allow me to use various hooking 
methods, and secondly, when I’m on a few 
fi sh the harder grain allows me to strike a 
couple of times before the hook pulls from 
the bait.

TWO: FLOATS
My rigs for corn fi shing are based around 
two fl oat patterns. The fi rst is a standard-
bodied fl oat with a hollow tip and wire 
stem. It’s actually a Middy prototype that 
will be available soon and this is the fl oat 
that I’ll use if conditions aren’t favourable. 
In good conditions I’Il use a pencil-style 
fl oat that has been handmade for me. This 
also has a wire stem but this time has a 
cane tip. I fi nd that a cane tip is best for 
dotting down, which is important for corn 
fi shing. When bites are really fi nicky, I will 
dot the fl oat right down, then use lip balm 
to help the bristle hold in the surface fi lm.

THREE: THE RIG
Because corn can attract a larger stamp 
of fi sh I tend to stick with quite robust line 
diameters. I use 0.14mm Lo-Viz as my usual 
main line and the hooklength will again 
be Lo-Viz, from 0.10mm up to the same 
strength as the main line. 

My favourite corn hooks for larger carp 
are the Middy 9313 pattern in a size 18. 
These are similar in shape to a Kamasan 
B911 but are much fi ner in the wire without 
sacrifi cing any strength. The shotting 
pattern will usually consist of a strung bulk; 
this gives the corn a natural fall through the 
water while also providing stability when 
the bait is on the bottom.
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FOUR: FEEDING

SEVEN: CORN SKINS
By squeezing out the inside of a grain of 
sweetcorn you can create one of the best 
carp baits around. The lightness combined 
with the fact that the bait is slightly softer 
can make it irresistible to carp. Skins sink 
very slowly and are brilliant at attracting 
bites on the drop from fi sh sitting higher in 
the water. The way the skin fl utters down to 
the bottom must make it very attractive to 
any inquisitive fi sh, especially when water 
clarity is good in the colder months. I’ve 
also had really good results when fi shing 
a corn skin ‘static’ at half depth when 
maggots and casters have both failed.

I like to keep feeding to a minimum and I 
normally start a session by feeding a small 
amount of corn –10 or so grains – with a 
handful of smaller particle baits such as 
casters, pellets or hemp. By not putting too 
much bait in at the start I can ‘feel’ my way 
into the session. Topping up is done via a 
small pole-mounted pot in which I put one 
or two grains of corn and 10 or so grains 
of hemp every few minutes once I start to 
get indications. There’s no need for heavy 
feeding, especially at this time of year while 
the water is still fairly cold, and it can be 
quite surprising how massive weights can 
be caught using such a small amount of bait.

FIVE: HOOKING CORN
There are loads of ways to hook sweetcorn 
but I like to concentrate on just two. The 
fi rst is to use a slightly smaller hook and 
just nick it into the corner of the bait. This 
works brilliantly when there are a lot of 
fi sh present in the peg and they aren’t so 
fussy. For nearly all my corn fi shing, though, 
I like to bury as much of the hook into the 
corn as possible while still leaving the point 
showing. This style of hooking the corn 
works really well for those times when 
bites are at a premium and fi sh have plenty 
of time to inspect the hook bait.

SIX: WORK IT
The visual benefi ts of corn are obvious and 
I like to make the most of this by twitching 
and moving the hook bait a lot while it’s in 
the water. There are many different ways 
of enticing fi sh to take the bait and all I’m 
trying to do is make my grain of corn catch 
a fi sh’s eye. 

Lifting and dropping the bait is probably 
the easiest way of adding movement to a 
hook bait and simply lifting the fl oat six 
inches out of the water and letting it drop 
again can attract more bites. There are 
other ways of adding movement, though, 
and dragging the rig along the bottom 
slowly or lowering the rig in super-slowly 
can also work. What I’m trying to get across 
is that moving the hook bait is vital and it 
is important to experiment from day to day 
with how you do it.
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Thanks to Holly Farm Fishery, 
Ashby Magna, Leicestershire 

for the use of its venue. 
Contact www.hollyfarmfi shery.com 

or ring 01455 202391 for more details.
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