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Laid-back
breaming

Big-water bream aren’t difficult to catch. Just lay out a large  
bed of bait in the right place and wait, says Daniel Crossman...

Words Mark Parker  Photography Lloyd Rogers
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I f you’Re looking to rack up a new 
personal best fish this year, gravel pit 
bream are one of your best bets.

Not only are they present in a huge 
number of waters, they are also 

relatively easy to catch – provided you go 
about it in the right way and follow a handful 
of very basic guidelines. 

Choose a venue with potential, select an 
open water mark, give it a decent hit of bait 
and wait for the bream to turn up. It really can 
be as simple as that.

one angler who loves this type of ‘laid-
back’ specimen fishing is Daniel Crossman. 
Although principally a river man, Dan often 
turns to one of his local pits whenever he 
fancies a hit of chilled-out big-fish action.

“Big bream are often such an easy target 
that it can almost become boring catching 
them!” he says, a wry grin creeping across his 
face. “As a greedy shoal fish, they are instantly 
attracted to large beds of bait. All you have to 
do is wind them in.”

To get an insight into Dan’s tried-and- 
tested tactics, we joined the 36-year-old at 
Broome Pits, near Bungay in Suffolk, with 
expectations running high.

Pit bream basics
east Anglia boasts a considerable number 
of gravel pits, most of which are capable of 
producing some serious angling sport, and 
Broome Pits is no exception. 

With four waters on the complex, Dan 
headed for B Pit, the largest of the waters at 
around eight acres. Although the A Pit has 
larger bream which often weigh over the 
magical 10lb mark, B Pit has a larger stock, 
with the average stamp of fish being an 
impressive 8lb.

According to Dan, to give yourself the best 
chance of catching a few slabs, there are three 
simple topics for you to consider – location, 
tackle and bait.

Locating your quarry
With B Pit having very few underwater 
features such as bars and plateaus, location is 
relatively straightforward. The first thing is to 
look for a decent depth. for Dan, this means 
a weed-free, open area of water area boasting 
depths of between eight and 15 feet.

“Bream are a lazy species, and tend to 
spend most of their time away from bankside 
disturbance, in deeper water where the light 

levels are much lower,” he explained.
“The one angler-friendly characteristic 

you can rely on bream to display is rolling. At 
dawn or dusk, they often break the surface, 
usually revealing the presence of the shoal.

“Bream shoals have regular patrol routes 
and haunts – such as silt beds – which will 
hold a plentiful supply of natural food. If you 
can locate one of these, you’re halfway to 
filling your keepnet,” added Dan.  

To this end, if you are looking to fish gravel 
pits regularly, Dan recommends investing in 
a basic marker float set-up, which will enable 
you to pinpoint underwater features quickly 
and reliably.

“Any old carp rod of around 3lb test curve, 
plus a fixed spool reel loaded with 20lb or 30lb 
braid, is all that’s required,” he says.  

Time to tackle up
Although specimen-sized fish are the target, 
when it comes to the rods you’ll need, there’s 
no need to spend a small fortune on specialist 
kit. A slightly heavier rod than you might 
use on a commercial will be fine. “A 1.5lb test 
curve barbel or Avon rod is perfect for the 
job, and will enable you to make longer casts, 
while also being beefy enough to deal with any 
large, rogue carp you might hook,” he says.

The rest of Dan’s set-up is straightforward. 
The mainline on his reel is 8lb mono, to the 
end of which he attaches a 20ft shock leader 
of 12lb fluorocarbon. 

“There are three 
topics for you 
to consider – 

location, tackle 
and bait” bait to cover an area of around 10ft square.

on the hook, Dan again looks towards the 
carp world, and uses a 12mm Gulp! Squid and 
Liver boilie tipped off with a single kernel of 
fake sweetcorn.

“The corn adds a splash of colour and also  
helps to negate the weight of the size 12 Korda 
Wide Gape hooks that I prefer,” he said.

To enhance the hookbait still further and 
also to help prevent tangles on the cast, Dan 
likes to hook on a small PVA bag of his pellet 
mix with every cast.

Once a suitably clear area of the lakebed has 
been found, a Spomb delivers the loosefeed

Big gravel pit bream are 
among the easiest of all  
specimen fish to target 

Dan baits up using half-
bags and bin-ends of 
pellets left over from 
previous sessions

Although not vital, Dan likes to use a 
leader for a couple of reasons. 

first, as he often uses golf ball-
sized PVA bags, the leader helps 
to take the strain on the cast. 
Secondly, because fluorocarbon 
is dense and sinks like a stone, 
it helps keep the leader out of 
the way of any feeding bream 
shoals. It is also a viable 
alternative to a leadcore 
leader, which are banned at 
many waters. 

At the sharp end Dan uses 
what can best be described as a 
light carp-fishing rig, comprising 
of a small safety lead clip with a 
relatively light 1oz lead attached. 

The hooklink is again quite ‘carpy’, 
being just seven inches of 0.20mm 
(7lb 9oz) Middy Lo-Viz line.

“I like to use a short hooklink as 
I feel that when bream are feeding 
over a bed of bait, they are not moving very far 
between mouthfuls,” says Dan.

“With a short hooklink, as soon as the fish 
rights itself, the weight of the lead comes into 
play and the feeding bream will tend to hook 
itself.

“However, if I’m getting finicky bites that 
don’t develop properly, I’ll shorten the 
hooklink right down, with my minimum 
being about four inches.”

Modern bait choices
With so many carp anglers now fishing gravel 
pits, modern-day bream see a vast quantity 

of pellets and boilies, and perhaps less of 
the ‘traditional’ bream fare of sweet 

groundbait, molasses, maggots and 
chopped worms. 

Dan says that many Broome 
visitors still fish with these 
more natural offerings 
but, while they may work 
well on some lakes, 
Broome has a massive 
population of tiny rudd, 

so feeding small particle-
based baits will soon have you 

plagued by hordes of silver 
bait-robbing blades.

“I like my bream sessions to be 
more of a chill out,” Dan continued. 
“using the right bait means I can 
draw my target fish towards me, 
keeping the small ‘bits’ at bay.”

To do this, he bases his loosefeed around 
a pellet combo mix. Made of many different 
sizes, Dan’s mix is created by adding together 
half bags and bin-ends of pellets that he’s 
used over the previous months. The result 
is a pellet blend that has loads of different 
flavours, colours, oil levels, breakdown times, 
shapes and sizes, all of which help to hold the 
bream in the swim for longer. 

He uses a Spomb to accurately deliver the 

A PVA bag of 
pellets is nicked 

onto the hook
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Great British fishing
There are four pits at Broome, just off 
the A143 in Suffolk. Day tickets from 
£6, £11 for 24 hours. For further info call 
Tom Harvison on 07976 165325 

Laid-back breaming

The proof of the pudding
After locating a likely-looking spot 40 yards 
from the bank in 12ft of water, Dan cast his 
Spomb to the marker float before clipping it 
up. He then fed an initial bombardment of 
around 1kg of pellets towards each rod.

“There’s an old saying that you can’t catch 
100lb of bream on a dinner plate,” said Dan. 
“I like to spread the bait a little, allowing the 
shoal to graze.”

With the free feed in situ, Dan walked out 
his fishing rods against his clipped-up Spomb 
rod, so that he cast over the bait accurately.

The lines were then marked so he could find 
his distance easily after landing a fish. All that 
remained was to snick a PVA bag of pellets on 
to each rod and cast them to the mark.

Recasting every couple of hours to freshen 
things up, while also trying not to cause too 
much disturbance, it wasn’t until just after 
lunch that Dan had his first 
bite, resulting in a plump 
6lb fish. With a high 
pressure weather 
front dominating, 
the bright and still  

conditions were far from ideal, but as the sun 
went past the yardarm, the action began to 
heat up. By evening, Dan had landed seven 
deep-bodied bronze bream – the smallest 
being 4lb, the largest almost double that. It 
was an impressive result, particularly as at 
least five of the fish would have qualified for a 
Mission Specimen Bream badge!

With no bivvy to pack away and no 
mountain of tackle to lug back to the car, 

Dan had proved that his approach really is 
specimen hunting made easy… 

Not bad for an afternoon’s 
work! Dan with his seven 
4lb-8lb pit bream 


