
Rob nets a chunky 
pole-caught perch 
from Cornwall’s idyllic 
Porth Reservoir.
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ANGLER FILE
ROB WOOTTON
Lives: Leicester
Sponsors: Middy/Dynamite Baits
Pole: Middy Shock Core XP 16

VENUE FILE
PORTH RESERVOIR
Location: Trebarber, Nr 
Newquay,Cornwall, TR8 4JS 
Daytickets: Available in the hut onsite, £5 
per peg
Contact: 0800 169 1144
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To many anglers, big venues such as 
Cornwall’s Porth Reservoir can be a 
daunting prospect, as any number 

of  styles of  � shing can come into play. From 
feeder to waggler to short pole to long pole, 
on the deck or shallow, there are loads of  
methods that can and do win matches here.

For the inexperienced angler this can prove 
quite intimidating, as looking at the form 
book can leave them uncertain as to the best 
way to � sh. Short of  setting up 10 top kits 
and � ve or more rods, trying to cover every 
option that is working on the venue is nigh 
on impossible.

The way to think on venues such as this, 
though, is not to be a sheep and simply � sh 
to your own strengths. The good thing about 
a venue where a lot of  methods seem to be 
working is that the chances are yours will 

work well too, which 
means a con� dent 
approach is the way to 
make the most of  your 
peg.

By all means, 
take note of  
conditions at 
the venue and 

particular methods that have been 
working well, and then pick one or 
two that suit your style of  � shing… 
and attack!

I � shed this lake in a festival last 
week and managed a second in my 
nine-peg section with 13lb, made up 
predominantly of  roach and perch 
caught on the short pole. This is a 
method I have done well on here 
in the past; I am an angler who likes 

to � sh quickly, so building up a 
weight of  small � sh really suits 
my style. 

Today, I am � shing on Peg 
18 on what is known as the 
Meadow Bank. I have opted to 
� sh two lines on the pole, one at 
six metres and one at 13 metres. 
With Porth having a gradually 
sloping bottom I have about � ve 
feet of  water at six metres and 10 
feet at 13 metres. I am going to start 
on the short-pole line – if  I catch 

KEEP IT SIMPLE!
well enough on this I might not even feed 
the 13m line, but if  I have problems with � sh 
spooking in the shallow water I’ll feed the 
long line and try and � sh here.  

I know a lot of  anglers would try and feed 
two lines at the same time, but I don’t see the 
point in doing this – by feeding a long line 
while � shing short you are stopping � sh from 
moving in over the line you are � shing.

I have set up a rig for each line. For the 6m 
line I’ve opted for a 4x14 KC Carpa Gent � oat, 
tied to 0.12 Middy Lo-Viz line. I have also 
incorporated a 6in hooklength of  0.10mm; 
this might strike a lot of  anglers as being 
rather heavy for silver � sh, but there are a lot 
of  big perch and even bream that can show 
on the pole line here, and I don’t want to lose 
them! Hook choice is a size 18 Middy T6313. 

In terms of  a shotting pattern, I’ve started 
off  with a tapered spread of  � ve No10 shot 
and two No11 droppers, starting at half  
depth and gradually getting more spread 

Rob Wootton shows us how a simple approach on 
the pole can be the key to cracking big venues… 

On a venue where a 
lot of methods are 
working, the chances 
are yours will too.

Tackle

Middy Lo-Viz line 
and T6313 hooks 
are Rob’s choice  of 
terminal tackle.

Dynamite Canal & Lake Original and Frenzied Hemp Super Match Black make up Rob’s mix.

»

A couple of balls like this kick off Rob’s short-pole swim.
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out, with the last one being just above my 
hooklength. I will constantly adjust this 
through the day, however, as it is amazing 
how many times a small alteration can bring 
a bonus � sh, or increase the stamp of  small 
� sh that you’re catching

I have matched my rigs to doubled-up 
Middy 4 to 6 elastic, which is a light enough 
grade to ensure that � sh aren’t bumped off  
but heavy enough to allow small � sh to be 
swung to hand, and marries up perfectly 
with the positive approach I am going to be 
adopting today. 

The other rig I have set up, much to the 
amusement of  editor Jon and assistant Tom, 
is a rubber shad that I hope to use to snare 
any nuisance pike that may start upsetting 
my small � sh. This is tied to 10lb Maxima, 
with a short, braided hooklength matched up 
to black Hydrolastic.

I have kick-started my swim today with 
two small nuggets of  groundbait. My mix is 
70 per cent Dynamite Silver X Canal & Lake 
Original and 30 per cent Dynamite Super 
Match Black Frenzied Hemp. I have laced this 
with red squatts, which in my opinion are the 
best small � sh holding bait around.

In terms of  hook baits, I have bought 
maggots, worms, casters and pinkies. I will 
swap and change between these until I � nd 
out what is the most productive. 

After potting in my intital couple of  balls of  
groundbait, I potted a golf-ball-sized amount 
of  chopped worms and casters over the top, 
and started the match with a worm tail on 
the hook. My � rst � sh was a perch around 
2oz, which came after about � ve minutes, 
followed by six of  his similar-sized mates.

I adjusted the rig to � sh slightly shallower, 
to around three inches off  the bottom, which 
seemed to get me bites quicker. I also began 

loose feeding casters around my � oat with the 
intention of  drawing more � sh into my peg. 
This worked to a degree, and I took a couple 
of  dumpy roach before a swirl from a pike 
saw the perch reappear. 

Interestingly, I could only catch on a fresh, 
pristine piece of  worm; I couldn’t seem to get 
a bite if  I tried to use the same piece twice. 
Who says perch aren’t fussy feeders!

I managed a bonus perch about 2lb in 
weight by coming up to about four inches off  
the bottom, and then straight after had a run 
of  smaller � sh really quickly. Back down to an 
inch off  the bottom and a chunky skimmer 
took a liking to my 
hook bait. Ringing 
the changes in terms 
of  depth was proving 
crucial in picking up 
a better stamp of  � sh. 
Between one and four 
inches off  the bottom 
seemed best, although I would never go 
more than six inches off  the bottom as past 
experience here has taught me that you don’t 
pick up any bigger � sh if  you come shallower 
than this on the short line. 

The � sh de� nitely seem to come in runs 
here at Porth; today I’ve caught eight or nine, 
then the swim has gone quiet for about � ve 
minutes, then I’ve caught eight or nine more. 
I’m pretty sure I have identi� ed the reason 
for this, however, as I have lost several � sh 
to pike. I reckon that once any number of  
small � sh congregate in the peg they attract 
the attention of  a pike, and then obviously 
disperse once he comes through the swim. 
For whatever reason the pike don’t seem too 
keen on my rubber shad, however!

I was particularly frustrated 
when a 5lb jack pike took a good-
sized roach that I was playing, 
although I managed to land that 
one and get my roach back from 
the jaws of  doom!

On certain days here, pike 
can be an absolute nightmare 
but it’s just a matter of  keeping 
your cool and hoping they � nd 
somewhere else to feed. Obviously, 
by � shing the short pole line you 
are minimising the damage they 
can do, as you are bringing them 
back the shortest possible distance 
through the water.    

Towards the back end of  the 
session, I managed another bonus 
perch around a similar size to the 
� rst. Again, this one came after I 
altered my rig to � sh further off  the 
bottom. Worm tail was consistently 
the most effective, although double 
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A host of small fi sh 
and a couple of big 
perch make up a nice 
Porth bag for Rob.

pinkie also proved effective but the stamp of  
� sh was small.

As I have caught mainly perch today, I have 
just loose fed bait over my line and this has 
kept the � sh coming nicely. On other days, 
however, you might � nd that you catch more 
skimmers than anything else, and if  this was 
the case I would have probably topped up 
with groundbait to keep them milling around 
on the bottom. 

As I have caught so well � shing short, I 
have had no real need to � sh my long line 
at all. There are times when you just won’t 
catch in that really shallow water, though. 

Then I would probably 
give my swim around 
an hour, and if  I 
wasn’t catching small 
� sh fairly regularly by 
then I would look to 
put some bait in on 
a longer line in some 

deeper water, or maybe � sh a feeder. 
In around four hours’ � shing today I’ve 

ended up with about 14lb of  � sh, comprising 
two good perch for around 3lb and 11lb of  
smaller � sh, predominantly little perch but 
with a few nice dumpy roach, and a couple 
of  small skimmers adding a bit of  variety to 
the net.  With 10lb generally enough for good 
points in the festivals on this lake, I would be 
more than happy with my net today if  this 
had been a match.

I’ve had a great day’s � shing, and hopefully 
proved that although big venues such as 
Porth may seem daunting to pole anglers, 
in actual fact there are plenty of  � sh to be 
caught within pole range.

Porth may seem daunting to pole anglers, 
in actual fact there are plenty of  � sh to be 

The Session

I would be more 
than happy with 
my net if this had 
been a match.

“This is defi nitely not 
what I came for!”
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