
“At this time of year I generally fish a bit less, mainly due to the fishing not being as 
good mid-winter, and by own-admission I tend to be a touch aggressive in my 
approach for catching winter carp!

“With this in mind, I booked myself in for the Heronbrook Individual league, that would 
be run over 6 consecutive Sundays. The good thing with Heronbrook is that if the 
venue becomes frozen due to poor weather, the match will be cancelled, so the 
harshest of winter conditions are normally avoided.”

Heronbrook Fisheries are situated just off the A519 at Slindon, two miles from 
Eccleshall in Staffordshire. Set in 25 acres of the beautiful countryside there are now 
six amazing pools for you to try. The first and most established is the Specimen 
Pool, opened in 1994, followed shortly after by the Match Pool. These two pools 
have now been combined to make a fabulous 65 peg water, the new name for this 
water is the 'Match Lake'. The Canal was designed and built in 1996 mainly to suit 
the pole angler. In 2003 the Bridge Pool and Island Pool were both opened and an 
extension was made to Canal. Meadow Pool was added a year later. The Fisheries 
have been host to a number of major events, including Fish’O’Mania qualifiers and 
the UK Individual Championships. 



Round 1

“Round 1 saw me on peg 6 on Meadow. This peg had been in form prior to the match 
so I was fairly confident of a decent result. I had Neil Machin on the end peg on 2 to 
contend with however, and saw him as my main contender on the day.

“As I have stated above, I tend to be a bit aggressive and attacking with my fishing and
this normally doesn’t work out too well in the winter, so I have been trying to improve 
this aspect of my game to become more consistent. With this in mind I decided to set 
up 3 rigs. 1 bread rig which was to be fished 6 inches off the bottom on the far bank, a 
pellet rig for fishing in 4ft slightly up the far shelf at 13m and a maggot rig down the 
middle.

“I also took the decision not to feed at the start of the match. On the other venues I’ve 
been fishing I’ve found that fish will stay in front of you if you don’t feed, and generally 
the only time they move out of your peg is if you introduce bait towards fish that aren’t 
interested.

“I started on bread, six inches off the bottom and hooked into an F1 at 17m to the right 
of my peg tight up against the far bank. Second chuck in the same spot the float hardly 
settled and I had a ten pound mirror, good start! I managed the occasional bite on the 
bread for the first two and a half hours, giving me approximately 40lb in the net of 
mainly carp. Disappointingly I also lost a big fish beneath my feet and 1 in the far bank 
as well.

“This was a good weight but would not be enough for the section win and by this time 
Neil Machin was catching stocky F1’s very quickly and was beginning to catch me up. 

“I made a bit of a mistake at this stage in the match, as I pondered coming off the 
bread and starting to feed pellet for half an hour and in this time I never had a bite.

“With two hours to go I started to feed my pellet line with a mixture of micros and green 
XP. I managed a liner straight away and after 5 minutes I caught an F1. My line at this 
stage was nowhere near as prolific as Neil’s, however the F1’s I had caught were of a 
much bigger stamp.

“With an hour to go my peg started to really come alive. I had changed nothing and 
was still feeding the micros and groundbait and using a 4mm expander pellet. I think 
just the regular feeding helped bring in more fish and it was quite evident that the F1’s 
were in a feeding mood.

“With half an hour to go, I was hooking fish within 2-5 seconds of the pellet touching 
bottom and it was one of the most enjoyable pellet fishing sessions I’ve had for a long 
time.



“I felt I had done enough to beat Neil at the whistle and so it transpired, when I put 86lb 
on the scales. (See section weights below.)

“I had also done enough to come second in the match. However with 99lb winning I felt
there was a chance of a win, so although the day was a success, there was no time for 
complacency.”

Meadow lb oz Pts

2 N Machin 60 12 2

4 M Lloyd 30 6 8

6 L Thornton 86 12 1

8 P Sheehan 34 8 7

10 M Bennett 50 2 4

12 R Prince 26 10 9

14

16 C Willett 41 2 5

18 F Cooke 56 4 3

21 J Lindsey 38 6 6

Round 2

“Round 2 was soon upon me and sitting near the top on a section win, I was full of 
expectation, however the weather was very cold and some parts of the lakes had cat 
ice present. Unfortunately not enough for Neil Dale to cancel the match!

“My draw put me on Meadow peg 42, to be honest I wasn’t disappointed with my draw 
as Mark Lucas had found plenty of stocky F1’s on the end peg 44 the week previously 
and with the weather being how it was, I felt that stocky carp may be the only fish that 
fed on the day giving myself half a chance of some decent section points.

“My approach today was again going to be around bread to begin with and then 
catching F1’s on pellets, only two rigs were set up, Carp Grey 4x14 on 0.12 to 0.10 
hooklength (63-13 size 16 hook) for pellet and identical but with 4x12 and shotted to 
catch on the drop with the bread rig. 

“I had five indications at 18m at the extremity of my peg to the right and managed to 
foul hook every single fish, I got two out and weighed 13lb and 5th in section. 



“The two anglers either side of me had exactly the same match but unfortunately only 
landed 1 fish,  ironically the angler to my left was the first round winner Andy North, so 
first and second in the league had drawn side by side in a terrible area!”

21 J Whitfield 22 10 6

23 K Dennis 20 12 3

25 A Bruce 12 8 6

27 M Jenkins 25 6 2

29 R Prince 16 14 4

31 P Mellor 0 0 10

34 A King 67 2 1

37

40 A North 6 8 7

42 L Thornton 13 12 5

44 T Weightman 5 4 8

Round 3

“Round 3 put me on the match lake on peg 7 (this should have been Round 5 however 
bad weather had stopped the previous 2 matches), this peg hadn’t been used in 
previous rounds so I had no form to go on but first impressions made me happy with 
my draw as I had an island that I could just reach with 19m and open water to attack to 
my right with a waggler and straight lead.

“To be honest I approached this match solely to frame as I felt the previous result had 
put me out of the running for the league.

“I set up one rig, a 4x16 Carp Grey Series1 on 0.12 straight through to a 93-13 size 18 
for fishing 4mm Bag ‘Em pellets over micros and green XP fed frugally at 18m towards 
the corner of the island in the deepest water (7ft). I chose Hi-Viz 6-10 as my elastic on 
the principle I wanted to land everything. 

“The waggler and straight lead for chucking in the open water was to be fed with 
minimal amounts of 8mm pellets, I was certain I would get a couple of bites fishing 
pellets on the drop.

“Well an hour in and after no indications anywhere I was a touch disappointed, the 
water temperature was very cold but I felt that the slightly warmer air temperature that 
we had on the day would spark a feeding response.



“Bang on the hour mark I had a 12oz skimmer on the pole. 10 minutes later I had an
8lb mirror and for the next 3 hours I had bites regularly all on my 18m pole line. 

“The last hour saw only two bites (the waggler and straight lead had not provided one 
indication), but by this time the damage was done, I had 8 carp, 1 bream, 6 F1’s and a 
few skimmers for 87-4.

“As you can see below I finished 2nd in my section, which was also 3rd in the match. I 
came away thinking that I couldn’t have done any better, although I had carp to double 
figures, which did test the tackle I had chosen to the limit, I had only pulled out of two 
small skimmers and unusually for me I felt that there was nothing I could have done 
during the match to improve my catch rate. Best of all, my 8pt total put me right back in 
contention for the final round with 5 of us all on 8 points for joint second and 7 points 
winning.”

Round 4

“With everything to play for on this round I was determined that wherever I drew, I 
would make the most of my peg and hope for the best.

“My draw put me on peg 25 on Meadow which looking at past form was not good at all;
the previous results were a 9th and two 6th places.

“However I was adamant that I would give the peg my all. The weather conditions had 
taken a turn for the worse as temperatures had been milder during the week, but 
turned dramatically colder for the Sunday, in fact I couldn’t believe it wasn’t snowing.
The air temperature was two degrees and it never stopped raining from start to finish.

Match lb oz Pts

1 J Myatt 76 8 3

3 K Dennis 16 2 7

5 G Skerritt 48 14 4

7 L Thornton 87 4 2

9 J Lindsey 14 12 8

38 M Lloyd 40 10 6

41 G Billinge 9 8 10

43 J Bradshaw 48 12 5

45 J Whitfield 96 9 1

47 D Boden 9 14 9



“The problem with the peg that I had drawn was that it was too shallow across, 
according to a couple of anglers I spoke to after the draw, this was verified once I had 
plumbed up, however the peg deepened up to the right with a good 3-4ft tight against 
the far bank. Unfortunately this meant fishing 16m-19m of pole to the right smack face 
into a biting wind and freezing rain all day!

“I set up two rigs, 1 bread rig set up for fishing off bottom to the far bank as described
above and a token on the deck rig.

“My plan was not to feed my peg at all. Having drawn peg 42 two rounds previously I 
knew that 25lb would possibly be enough to get in the top three in section, on Meadow 
that could be just 4-6 fish so I set my stall out to fish bread for 5 hours straight fully 
intent on only having a handful of bites.

“Well the plan worked a treat, I ended up with 8 carp and 3 F1’s, I set the straight lead 
up halfway through the match just to rest the area I was getting carp from on the pole, 
this is where the 3 F1’s were caught. The rest were caught on the bread fishing a very 
light rig (0.12- 0.10, size 16 63-13 on a 4x12 Carp Grey Series1) at around 3-6 inches 
off bottom in area around 1m in length across the far bank. My 48lb won the section 
and was just out of the frame in 6th place.”

See results below:

18 J Whitfield 18 6 8

21 T Weightman 17 14 9

23 G Skerritt 0 0 8

25 L Thornton 48 10 1

27 L Diorazio 5 6 7

29 K Brooks 9 8 6

31 A Bruce 0 0 8

34 A Cattell 23 10 5

37 S Hill 31 8 4

40 D Heath 38 10 2

42

44 N Machin 33 4 3



Conclusion

Once the results came through the news was confirmed that I had won the league!
Obviously I was happy with a bit of a cash injection, but what pleased me the most was 
how consistently I had performed throughout. 

During every match I found myself making decisions at the start of the match based 
upon my peg, my target weight and likely species to achieve that weight, setting very 
little tackle up and having strength in my convictions. This was more prevalent in my 
last match - I felt the decision not to feed a scrap of bait was one of the main 
contributing factors in catching. Gary Skerrit to my left never had a bite and the angler 
to my right had one fish, with fishing you never know for sure but I felt that if I’d 
introduced any bait there was a chance I would have been facing a similar result.

The main method that won me the league was fishing the bread, it’s a method that’s 
taken me a little while to get my head around, being an angler that grew up in the fens 
where aggressive feeding and catching up to 400 roach in matches to compete where 
the norm, however I feel I’m improving all the time at this method, as well as winter 
carp fishing, which was my personal goal this year. 

The thing that has pleased me the most was that scanning through all of the pegs I had 
drawn throughout the series, I had scored the best points off those pegs, obviously this 
could just be down to being in the right place at the right time, but I felt that my 
approaches to each peg had meant I had made the most of them. 

In terms of tackle I’d felt that I’ve also come across a bit of a gem for fishing light lines 
for big fish (0.10), the Middy 6-8 Hi-Viz was powerful enough to leave me in full control, 
more importantly though it was still soft enough to not have any breakages.

I will be having a bit of break now for a couple of weeks… I’m looking forward to being 
able to feed some bait!!


