
ANGLER PROFILE

Kristian Morris
...........................
Age 33
...........................
Hometown
Sevenoaks, Kent
...........................
Occupation
Owner Individual 
Baits Steamies
...........................
UK PB
39lb 13oz
...........................
Favourite venue
Frimley Pit 3
...........................
Rods
30Plus 
Centium DFX
...........................
Reels
Shimano 
Ultegra 5500
...........................
Alarms
30Plus Kodex

ANGLER PROFILE

Matt Powles
...........................
Age 46
...........................
Hometown
Deal, Kent
...........................
Occupation
Owner Ultra 
Buoyancy Baits
...........................
UK PB
40lb 8oz
...........................
Favourite venue
Cottington Lakes
...........................
Rods
30Plus 
Centium DFX
...........................
Reels
Shimano 4500
...........................
Alarms
30Plus Centium

More and more anglers are taking to the banks as we move through spring, so we’ve got the 30Plus team 
to take on and try to beat the crowds at a local day ticket fi shery. Will they do it, and if so, how?

30Plus consultants 

Kristian Morris and 

Matt Powles arrive at 

Cackle Hill Coarse Fishery and head 

to the main lake known as SP1. First 

things fi rst, it’s time for a quick walk 

around the lake before they decide 

to split up so that they can cover 

different areas in an attempt to fi nd 

the cagey highly pressured 

fi sh that inhabit the lake.
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Rigs
Both the lads have gone for different 

rigs. Matt opts for a trusty Multi-Rig 

to present his pop-up because it 

enables him to change the hook over 

at any time in just a matter of seconds. 

Kristian, on the other hand, chooses 

to fish a fluorocarbon bottom bait 

rig – it’s simple, effective and discreet. 

There are also plenty of ready-tied rigs 

out there, so if you struggle with tying 

rigs they are well worth looking at.

Finding The Spots
After choosing their swims, Kristian 

takes out a rod and starts to 

explore his swim; many anglers 

tend to overlook this aspect of 

their fishing. Kristian believes that 

knowing the lakebed features is 

crucial, especially when fishing a 

venue for the first time. The island 

to the left is 1ft deep, whereas on 

the right it is around 6ft, and it’s 

predominantly a clay bottom with 

a few gravelly areas; just off each 

gravel spot there’s a bit of a silty 

area. Matt, on the other hand, has 

opted to fish close in and uses his 

baited rod to gauge the depths by 

simply lowering it into the edge. He 

then retrieves the lead and checks 

for signs of leaves and weed. He 

explains that sometimes there is a 

lot of debris in the margins and you 

need to know this for presenting your 

baited rig. How many times have you 

cast out and reeled in later to find the 

rig covered in weed? Because of this 

he’s going for a pop-up approach.

Baiting Up
Once Kristian has finished mapping 

his swim, he baits up a spot just off 

the reeds with some Steamies. A 

bottom bait then goes onto the spot 

with a Zig cast out to the left. 

Knowing the depth of the 

swim enables Kristian to 

set the Zig at the right 

depth on the first 

cast. The Zig rod then 

has some Cloudie Zig 

Mix spodded over 

the top to help murk 

up the water with a 

terrific cloudy effect. 

Matt adopts a different 

approach, and introduces 

a few baits down his left-

hand margin. His other rod is 

baited and finished off with some 

PVA mesh filled with matching 

dumbbells, which he flicks under 

a willow tree on the far margin. 

Both Kristian and Matt have opted 

for PVA on one of their rods, yet 

both are different. Kristian opted 

for a fluoro stick mix due to the 

fact the water is pretty coloured 

up, so the bright stick should aid 

visual attraction to the spot.

LEFT Using a baited rig ensured I 
found out exactly what the bottom 
was like with regard to debris.

RIGHT It was time to find out 
what was in front of Kristian.

RIGHT PVA mesh filled with 
matching dumbbells went 
across to the far margin.

FAR RIGHT Ready-tied rigs save so much 
time and they’re really well made.

LEFT A few handfuls of boilie baited 
up the margin to Matt’s left.

INSET Boilies were catapulted 
around the reeds on the 
right of Kristian’s swim.

ABOVE It looked set to be a 
pop-up approach for Matt.
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Action Stations
One of the alarms lets out a cry and 

Kristian is into a fast-moving carp. It’s 

the bottom bait rod that’s done the 

business, and after a dogged fight it’s 

soon in the net. Whilst the fish rests 

safely in the margin, Kristian sets up 

his unhooking mat by soaking it in 

water in preparation for his first carp of 

the session. It’s a low-20lb fish and it 

didn’t half give a good account of itself. 

Hopefully there are more to come.

The Day Moves On
As the session progresses Matt decides 

that a move is on the cards, and heads 

off to a different swim. He goes to a 

spot where he put a bit of bait earlier 

when they were walking around looking 

for likely spots. Whenever walking 

around a lake it’s always a good idea 

to carry some bait with you because 

you can prepare a few spots for a 

potential move if it’s quiet in your first 

choice of swim. Kristian, however, has 

decided to stay put after his earlier 

success and sets up for the night 

ahead. Not long after Matt’s move he’s 

in; a little ghost common graces the 

net and he’s more than happy to be 

off the mark with darkness looming.

Session End
The night passed by and both 
the lads received some action 
in the early hours. Kristian had 
the big brother to Matt’s ghost 
common, and an upper-double 
mirror, whilst Matt managed to 
bag a 27lb grass carp as well 
as two small commons. CC

RIGHT First blood to Kristian 
and it was a low-20 mirror.

RIGHT Matt was off the mark with 
darkness just setting in. Get in there!

FAR RIGHT A grass carp of 27lb isn’t 
something to be sniffed at. The 
move definitely paid off for Matt.

The big brother of Matt’s ghost 
common. Kristian’s bottom bait 
rig and fluoro stick mix was once 
again the successful tactic.
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