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Propelling a heavy lead ropelling a heavy lead 
through the air with 
brute force is not 
everyone’s idea of 

tranquil carp fishing. But there 
are definitely times when the fish 
will be out at range, and unless 
you can get your bait near them 
your results will be slow.

A good casting technique and 
plenty of practice are obviously 
important in delivering your lead at 
range. But there are many simple 
things you can do to make things 
easier and get the distance.

Soft actioned rods won’t do you 
any favours, but if you balance 
them out with the right gear you 
can still achieve impressive 
results. It does pay, though, to 
step up to 3lb tc rods that will 
handle bigger leads, leaders 
and PVA bags.

You don’t have to remortgage 
your house to own a set of 
powerful casting tools. I’ve been 
using the new 30 Plus Radar rods for 
a while now and it is hard to believe 
kit of this class costs under 100 quid. 
They incorporate Active 
Compression Technology which, in 
simple terms, means they have a 
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lower breaking strain, such 10lb or 
8lb with a 0.30mm or 0.28mm 
diameter, will certainly help. But a 
shock leader to cushion the initial 
impact is essential with lighter lines 
to prevent crack-offs and for safety.

Several types of leader will do the 
job, but whether you use heavy 
mono or braid you should have at 
least three turns around the 
spool when your rig is 
level with the rod 
spigot ready 
for casting.

To achieve more 
power and 
prevent slicing 
your finger, a 
finger stall is a 
must-have for 
distance casting. 
They do improve grip, 
which I believe helps you 
pile on more pressure and 
put your rig out further.

Helicopter set-ups or 
lead clip-style rigs are pretty reliable 
for distance work. A tournament 
shaped lead coupled with a short, 
semi-stiff hooklink will also improve 
distance and help to avoid tangles.

There are many anglers out there 
that have the ability to hit long 
distances, but if you ask them to put 
the rig back out on the same spot 
they will struggle. A lot of the time, 
when distance fishing, it becomes 
critical to hit the same spot every 
time, especially if you want to bait 
up with a spod.

To help this it pays to pick a 

far-bank feature to cast in line with 
and use a marker on your line to 
ensure you hit the same distance on 
each cast. The best stuff I have used 
is 30 Plus Viz Line Stretch marker 
which is simple to use, easy to locate 
on the spool, and doesn’t restrict the 
cast in any way.

When you do present baits at 
range, bite sensitivity can be 
reduced, particularly with 
monofilament mainlines. There is 
clearly a lot more stretch and 
movement in the line, and finicky 
bites can struggle to register. To 
improve this, especially in windy 

conditions, it pays to use a 
bobbin that can have 

extra weight added to 
it. The 30 Plus Viz 
Bobbinz don’t just 
look the business, 
they are also very 
functional as they 
feature two 
‘reversible’ weight 

loadings to allow 
you to stay flexible 

about how much mass 
to load on to the body. 
Extra weight helps to 
keep your line running 
more directly to your rig, 

so shy bites can be registered more 
quickly and not be missed.

Don’t be put off if you feel that 
others around you can cast further 
with less effort. You don’t need to 
look like a Russian body builder to 
achieve big distances – it just comes 
with practice and developing timing 
and hand speed.

With the banks being quiet at the 
moment this is a good time to have a 
go and develop your casting. But 
once you get the hang of it, don’t 
forget that sometimes the fish will be 
under your feet!

A finger stall 
protects you from 
being cut by the 
leader on the cast.

A powerful rod like 
this one is needed 
if you want to fish 
at long range.
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Bobbins have to 
be versatile, and 
add-on weights 
are essential to 
beat drag.

A shock leader 
is needed to take 
the force of a 
long cast.

Helipcopter or lead 
clip set-ups are 
both suitable for 
this type of fishing.

This fish fell to 
a single hookbait 
fished at 
long range.


